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CHAPTER V
SYSTEMS CONTAINING A LIQUID CRYSTAL PHASE

A Brief Discussion.

IN the case of commonly occurring crystalline substances the
melting point is the temperature at which liquefaction is associated
with the disappearance of a definite orientation.
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FIG. 88.
Substances which form liquid crystals are, however, peculiar in
that the phenomenon of melting takes place in stages; that is to say,
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